
   
 
 

  

     
   

 
 

  

     
   

 
 

  

     
   

 
  

     
   

 
 
 

  

     
     
     

 

 

Lay 50-100 

eggs in 1-2 

hours 

Repeat the 

nesting cycle 

5-8 times this 

nesting 

season 

 

 

 

Dig a nest hole 

18 inches deep 

 

 

 

Reach the dune 

area above 

highest tides 

mark 

 

Crawl up 

gentle slope of 

the beach 

sand 

 

 
 

 

Be within 5 

to 35 miles of 

where she 

was hatched 

 

 

Bury the eggs 

and return to 

the water 

 

Return in 2-3 

years to nest 

again 

 

 

 Habitat change 

Harvesting 

Habitat 

destruction 
False crawl 

Competition 

   Paste page 4 here 

FINISH

H 
Stranding 

 
MARINE 

LIFE 

          Nesting Stage 

                         Adult Stage 

Cold stunning 

Old age 



 
  

 
 

   

     
  

 
 

   

     
 

 

Find sandy 

beach near 

your “home” 

 

Reach age of 

maturity in 30 

years 

 
  

   

 

Migrate 1500 

miles 

 

Males do not 

return to land 

Fish & Shrimp 

Nets 

Boat collisions 

Page 4 

Trim along the bottom line 

And paste on to Page 4 above 

THEN 

Glue  pages 1-4 to pages 2-3 

And THEN  laminate 

THEN 

ADD the DANGER and DELAY flaps 

 

Longline 

fishing 

Disease Harvesting 



 

 
 
 

   

     
 
 
 

    

     
 
 

 
 

   
 
 

     
     

 
 

     
     

 
 

     
 

 

 

Head for the 

bright light on 

the water  

  

Working 

together, 

many siblings 

take 3-7 days 

to dig to the 

surface 
 

Hatchings 

time 

emergence 

for night-time 

 

 

150,000 

pounds of 

eggs  in a 20 

mile stretch of 

Florida beach 

   
Hatchlings 

unfold their 

shape and 

move the egg 

sac inside  

   
Storms may 

cause tides to 

reach the nest 

and the 

embryos drown 

 

 

After an 
incubation 

period of 50-60 
days, only 20% 

of the eggs 
hatch 

Exhaustion 

Dehydration 

Depredation 

Harvesting 

Crushing 

Human lights 

Human sounds 

Birds 

Bright lights 

cause 

disorientation; 

50% of nests 

destroyed 

Paste page 4 along this line 

 
TURTLE 

CYCLE 

Egg Stage 

H
a
tc

h
lin

g
 S

ta
g

e
 

Juvenile Stage 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

     
 

 

   
 
 

     
 

Swim heading 

into the waves 

to get away 

from shore; 

50% survive 

 

 Crabs 

DANGER 

Start 

over 

DANGER 

Start 

over 

DELAY 

Lose 

turn 

Plastic 

Fishing line 

Sharks 

               Cut along the line 

Cut out and attach by the TOP Edge  

    as a lid on the indicated spaces 

 

Some juveniles 

have been 

found in the 

Sargasso Sea 

 

We know very 

little about this 

stage of their 

life 

THE LOST 

YEARS 

3-7 years 

drifting along 

shallow oceans 

 


